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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS TO OBTAIN A  

ZONING PERMIT FOR A RESIDENTIAL DECK 

GENERAL INFORMATION:  

1. A completed Zoning Permit Application is required for all Residential Decks. 

2. Important considerations when constructing a Residential Deck: 

a. Zoning Definitions and Requirements under Chapter 190-5: 

DECK -- An exterior floor supported on at least two opposing sides by an adjacent 

structure, and/or posts, piers or other independent supports, except that a 

handicap ramp meeting barrier-free code requirements shall not be considered a 

deck and shall not be regulated by this chapter.  

DECK, ATTACHED -- If constructed 30 or more inches above finished grade and 

attached to the principal building or constructed within four feet thereof, shall be 

subject to the setback requirement as outlined in the Schedule of Area and Yard 

Requirements for that zone for the principal building.  

DECK, DETACHED -- If constructed 30 or more inches above finished grade, but not 

attached to the principal building, the deck shall be subject to the Schedule of 

Area and Yard Requirements for that zone as an accessory structure.  

DECK, GRADE LEVEL -- If constructed less than 30 inches in height above grade 

(measured from finished grade to the top of the deck), is not subject to the 

Schedule of Area and Yard Requirements for that zone, except that a minimum 

setback of 10 feet shall be maintained from property lines in all cases.  

DECK HEIGHT -- For an attached deck, the average vertical distance measured to 

the highest point of the deck from the mean elevation of the finished grade 

under the deck a distance of five feet away from the foundation along the 

side(s) of the building. For a detached deck, the average vertical distance to the 

highest point of the deck from the mean elevation of the finished grade as 

measured from a horizontal distance five feet away from the deck on all sides of 

the deck.  

b. All Residential Decks also require a Building Permit from the Construction Office.  This 

information is included in this packet. 



ZONING PERMIT APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS:  

1. A completed Zoning Permit Application form with all required information included. See Form 

ZA-1.  

2. Survey or site plan, drawn to scale, showing proposed location of the deck, dimensions of the 

deck, distance from deck to lot lines and distance from deck to any structure as specified on 

Form ZA-1. A sample drawing is attached see ZA-2.  

3. A drawing depicting the deck front and side elevations with all information as identified on the 

sample drawing attached as D-7.  

DECK REQUIREMENTS:  

1. The installation or construction of a DECK shall be in conformance with the requirements as shown 

in the ZONING SCHEDULE for the zone district of the property.  

2.  If you do not know the Zoning District of the property for the shed application, you can find it on 

the Pemberton Township online GIS at http://www.pemberton-twp.com/pemberton_gis. You can 

search for the property by address or Block and Lot.   You must ensure that there is a check in the 

box next to Zoning on the right. 

3. The Zoning Ordinance does not permit a shed in an easement.  

4. If you have a corner lot, place the deck at least the front yard setback from any street frontage.  For 

additional information, see Chapter 190-53.A. and 190-53.B.  (http://ecode360.com/11304174) 

5. The Township of Pemberton has no authority to enforce deed restrictions, covenants or adopted 

rules of a homeowner’s association.  

6. If you are a tenant you must submit an approval letter from the property owner.  

7. There are special Requirements for the Mobile Home District that must be met: 

MOBILE HOME DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS 190-21 

http://ecode360.com/11302030  

  

Requirement Distance 

Minimum setback from any private road 10 feet 

Minimum setback from any public road 25 feet 

Minimum setback from any mobile home or portion 

thereof, including porches (this provision is 

applicable to replacement units as well as units 

within a new section) 

15 feet 

Minimum setback from accessory buildings 5 feet 

Minimum setback to any lot line or any other 

building (this provision is applicable to replacement 

units as well as units within a new section) 

5 feet 
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